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MONTROSE — Litigation is
now being considered by the
* Colorado Department of Heallh
ard ihc Colorade Divisica of
Wildilfe: fellowing the desti.s of
hundrec+ af fish in the Dolcres
_River. The deathy were caused
by . the accideniri release of
i 3,000-5.200 gallons 6f sortium cya-
nide by the Rica-Argentine mine
Sunday, August 11.

According 1o Fred ilinman,
Southwest district engineer for
the Deparlment of Heallh, the
state has already placed a $4,500
pricc iag on the fish lost and
may also fine the eampany for
the jllegal discharge. Iinman
added that {itc company has al-
ready agreed fo pay for the
wildlife damage and said that
seltlement out of court appears
to be possible. He added (hat
the company has taken meas-
urés to prevenl another such ac-
cident. R N

The naccident occurred in a
crushed rock piie (rom whichthe

. company |s extracting silver. A

sodium  cyanide solulion s
spreyad on the tailings which is
suppose (o leech through the
pile and scop out the sides al the
lower end where jt is collected
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and the silver (In solulicr) ra
~overed.

liowever, necording ln gen‘
2ral manager G. L. Jam«e the
sodlirm cyanide “walution hit 8

teyer of material which blocked ;
{he leeching process. The sciu-i

tion Czcked up al the wng ar end

©piver
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~ passed % te dangcr point.
Ace: nrdlng to Division of Wild-
bife i hiologist Bili Welll‘r. the

. bear. He sak. the Divislon s
alteady transplanied catchabie

reinhows Ir the -segment af-.

- facled and iy piavaing to trans-

of 12 pile and Tlowed out nnd pimn! smalier slzed f‘sh next

down into the Dolores Tiver.
The first signs of trouble were
observed hy fishermen Sunday
morning. According to Frederic,
Thomas, Montezuma Countly
samiarian, the fishermen re.
porled the fish were “just dancé
ing on their tails trying to get

. out of the water.” The Dolores

county_ sheriff’s office was in-
formed of the fishermen's obser-
vations and alerted local heallh
officials.

The local water companles.

which include Dolores and Mon- -

lezuma county, were told Lo shut
off their intake valves which
arc laocated ahout 40 mllel down-
stream from the mine. ... -.o..
By Monday the Depadmenl
of Ifealth had determined that
sodium cyanide was cause of the
din-off. It was determined at
that time thatl the water system
intake.valves could be reopened

~ as lhe level of pollution had
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sheuld retover by next:

7

kills ﬂ@lores Rlver hsh )

Jahnke old the hcrnld thnl

the company has already tiken .
precauiions to prevent a simi::
‘ar occurrence from happening .
"again. Among the measures
. taker Iz 872 pafsing of the pro-.
tect!sa berms wionnd the plle so -
that if anothes impervious layer

'. by two feet. .

blocks the scepnge, the oultflow
will be contained. :
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ﬁ:cc-Argenime will mi
io correct: dumage to river

Acﬁon Is belng !nkan by tho
Rlco - Argentine Mining Co,
to repair thepond which!‘blew .
out* - Aug, 11 and sent.3,000 -
to- 5,000 gallons. of sodlum

f'cyanldo down the Dolores Rlv-'_
) Cl'. .o O

‘Rico = Argenllno also in<-
tonds .to pay for the immed-~
iata Te - stocking of the Dol~-

".ores River where fish were
/killed by the pollution, ~. "

A report from Montezuma -

" County Health Department of«- -
ficiais to the Montezuma and - -

Dolores county commission-:
ers sald that O,L, Jahnke,
manager of the Rico opera-

. tions,"has -announced he wlu
: -take the following actions:

11, -Raise the west berm at

. lho nnod pond by three feel, -

-2p:: Raise the north berm.
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- 3, Strip the stockpile leach:
bed to a depth below thatofthe-
blowout and replace ltwlth ncw

material,

- 4, . Improve, reroute and
deepen the river.channel.to
move it away from the toe of
.the ‘berm and rip - rap the
face .of the berm six inches

abova the existing water level
. to prevent erosion by flood
wa!ers .

Pay for the immedtate

'.'re-stocklng of the river over

the affected srea,
The failure of the leaching

process .at the Rico - Argen-
- tine facllitles at Rico came

about 8 a,m, Sunday, Aug, 11,
This ‘*dblowout’® dumped the
sodium cysnide.solution Into
the river, killing fish for about
13 miles downstream,
 Alarmed because the towns
of Dolores, Cortez and Dove
Crask all get their water sup-
plles from tho Dolores River,

ofticlals notitied these come
munities about 5 p.m, Thein-

‘takes weras shut ot nt the

river,

It wasn*t know until Monday
what the character and extent
of thepollution were untit-Fred
Hinman of the Colorado State
Health Depnrtment talked \vlul
Jahnke,

A survey was made of the
damage and samples taken of

the.water and then Hininantold .. .
the cities of Cortez and Dol.
ores.that it was safe to open -

their intake works, which they
did at noon on Monday,
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